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T, hlS month ’S Linksletter concentrates on
the recent MGCLH Member/Guest event held on
September 11th and 12th.

This event came to fruition as a result of canceling the
annual Memorial event held for the last several years.

The purpose of the Memorial was to honor members
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who had passed away over time. In essence, no one
was keeping track, so the event became irrelevant. It
was still played as a Member/Member or Member/

Guest and was still popular. 90% or more of the

players played as Member/Member.

In discussing a replacement tournament for the Memorial
the Board of Directors decided to try a new event, which
became the just completed Member/Guest. There was
much discussion about if this event would be popular.
Some thought guys would not play because it was too
expensive. Some thought guys wouldn’t play because
they didn’t know anyone to invite. The board decided to
subsidize the event for the first year only. We knew we
had to charge a lot for a first-class event. We also knew if
we overcharged guys would not play, which is why we
decided to subsidize the event if we ran over budget. We
agreed to do this for this year only. We had hoped to
attract 60 two-man teams for the event. We had 41 teams
sign up, which for the initial event was about what we
should have expected. The benefit of having fewer teams
was the pace of play. We were able to play without
waiting. Normally in private club Member/Guest events,

play is often five-plus hours

I played in the tournament and had a great time. In my

opinion, for the first try this event came across as
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advertised. The cost was $100 per player. For that fee, g
the player received a $50 gift certificate, buffet lunch, ==

drink ticket, continental breakfast and putting contest, ©

and the tournament itself. To me, it was a great value.
However, for me, the best part was the camaraderie.
Spending time with my guest was terrific. We have
known each other for a long time. We tease each other
and berate each other like there is no tomorrow. We had
wonderful playing partners in Tony Portman and his
guest, Ted Pierce. We all laughed as much as we

enjoyed the golf.

The Tournament

In essence, we had a two-day event, one for the
tournament and one for associated events. On Monday,
September 11 we had a putting contest and optional

horserace. The putting contest consisted of a four-hole

both partners
competing.
T hose
players with
the best

S COrTrCE€S

continued to
a playoff to
determine the winner. Winners of all events will be

shown elsewhere in the Linksletter.

The horserace consisted of 31 two-man teams. It was
divided into three starting holes on the Orchard course.
The first group of 11 started on hole 1, the second group
of 10 started out on hole two and the third group started
on hole 3.. We played three holes, eliminating several
groups on each hole. The winner of each group met on
hole 5 for a sudden death playoff to determine the
winner. All 3 playoff teams received money. The
format for the horserace was an alternate shot. In the

event of ties to determine elimination on a hole, a chip-

course with ===

off was

September
12th, the
tournament
was played on
“the Hills
Course. We started out with a continental breakfast,
and each player received a $50 gift certificate for
merchandise in the Golf Shop and a drink ticket. The
format for the tournament was as follows: Holes 1-6
two-man best ball. Holes 7-12 two-man scramble.
Holes 13-18 both balls count. We had both gross and
net events and the event was flighted. Afterward, we all
the

#® ballroom for an

met 1n

2nd Flight
Low Gross

& excellent buffet

lunch and awards
to the winners.
j We were treated
B to a collage of
photos of the

players in action.

I talked with many guys who played in the event, and
all those players said they had a great time. Many said
they would tweak it to make it better. Most suggestions
centered on making it a 2-day tournament, changing the
putting contest, and keeping the horserace but having a
separate betting pool for just that event. A 2-day event

will be more costly, but guys seen

Before I go further, I need to
acknowledge the tournament
committee for their efforts in
putting on this wonderful
! tournament. Bob Schoenherr,
Tom Horan, Dan Guth, Brian
Fox and Jim McGeough put
forth a lot of time and effort
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to make this a memorable event. They and the volunteers
made this all look easy from a player’s perspective.

Seamless was a term | heard often.

I asked a number of players to write me their opinions and
thoughts about our first Member/Guest event. Here are

some replies:
From Ed Lazarek

“Thanks, John. I thought it was a great event. The board
did a great job. Hopefully, word will spread, and we can
get a bigger turnout next year. One suggestion: I think the
putting contest should be done slightly differently.”

From Jim Kiley

“Thanks for reaching out to us, and congratulations on
running a very successful member/guest tournament! My
thoughts are generally on expanding the tournament in the

following ways:

Make it a two-round affair: Day 1: Two-man scramble;

Day 2: Better ball or some variant of that.

I liked the continental breakfast, which could be done on
both days. It would be nice to have tables and chairs set
out on the patio in front of the pro shop so we could sit

and chat before the round.

I liked that we didn’t have to check in at the pro shop and
that there were balls to hit on the range. It was a little
confusing in this regard though. I was told I needed to get
a ticket for balls from the pro shop, defeating the purpose
of being able to avoid it. Then I was told the ball machine
was open so we could get range balls without a ticket. |
would suggest either having someone down there handing
out buckets of balls, or putting a large supply of balls
down there for anyone to use, or handing out ball machine

tickets at check-in.

The putting contest was great, but it could have been

expanded. It could be a nine-hole course and could run

after the first round
, for two hours. It’s

extra work, but

(w1th string),
bunkers, and even

water hazards

would spice it up.

The horse race was great. How about throwing in a
betting option with it. We need to encourage more

spectators.!

So Day 1 would start in the morning with continental
breakfast, golf, then the putting contest, and the
horserace in the afternoon. We could then have dinner

in the ballroom. It would be a full day.

Day 2 would be breakfast, golf, and an award

luncheon just like we had this time.

Yes, this would increase the cost, but it would make
even more of a first-class affair than this year. I agree
with limiting members and their guests and not

allowing two members to play together.

Other modifications:

Drop the $50 gift certificate

Reduce the prize
£ money. People
¢! come to play, not to
== win money. Use Pro
shop gift certificates

for prizes instead.”

From Jesse Reuter

“What I enjoyed most about the member/guest was
the guest. It was refreshing to see many new faces and
member relationships with old golfers, old college

roommates, business partners, and especially father-
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& son relationships. How
great is it for us at our age
to enjoy a game of golf
with our own son? It was
also a nice opportunity to
show our guest and their
spouses our wonderful

community that we enjoy.

Seeing is believing.
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event and scoring table with posted results.

The post-round buffet was filling, including a bar and
slide show with music capturing the two-day events. |

really appreciated the many volunteers that put on the

3 = j e = S e =
To make it a little better, I would improve on the
g breakfast offering.”
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Interesting
compelling thoughts by
three high-quality guys.
The Board is very
- enthusiastic about the
excitement surrounding
this year’s Member/Guest
event. They are already
forming a committee to

make this an even better




£202 YAGOILD0 o1 711SS1/0z AMNTOA



,,,,,

£202 yTIOIDO OT H1SSI/0S ANINTOA



OCTOBER 2023

VOLUME 20/ISSUE 10




OCTOBER 2023

VOLUME 20/ISSUE 10

g W

Gt Smcy

OsStg 1o
. ¥ ¥ of you




OCTOBER 2023

VOLUME 20/ISSUE 10




NN

MEN’S GOLG CLUB OF'LIN ari
T NEGHS
AMBASSADOR .
REPORT _

NCGA Ambassador Report:

As most of you know, the NCGA has not raised our membership dues for
several years. But, inflation and the economy have finally reached the
hallowed halls in Pebble Beach. For the first time in several years, the NCGA
will be raising our annual NCGA Membership Dues for 2024. The NCGA has
also made some changes to the dues' structure to make things easier.
Members of the MGCLH are on a calendar year (January 1 thru December 31)
with NCGA. Therefore, your individual 2024 renewal will not be due until
January 1. There is no longer a 3-month renewal window as in the past. DO
NOT RENEW YOUR DUES IN SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, OR NOVEMBER!!
You will be notified and invoiced, via email, at the appropriate time for your
credit card renewal. If you elected "auto-renew", your credit card with be
charged at the appropriate time in December/January. More details will be
available as we get closer to 2024. In the meantime, enjoy your 2023
Membership!



